1 Corinthians 16:1-14 Sermon Manuscript 
“Let All that You Do Be Done in Love” Pt. I
	Some of you know that when I was in seminary I worked as a custodian for Grace Community Church. It was a pretty physically demanding job and at times very tedious especially when it came to cleaning tables and chairs and the like. It wasn’t the easiest job in the world either with its evening shifts of 3:30 pm-12:00 am. However, what helped me persevere and to not complain but to have a godly attitude about it the nature of the work is that I knew that without us, the church wouldn’t be able to function the way it does. We knew that though there wasn’t anything inherently spiritual or directly related to the Word of God or teaching it, our labor was not in vain because we were doing it as an act of service for the Lord, and anything done for the Lord is making an eternal impact. The hardest single most intense week of the year for us was always shepherd’s conference. I think my first shepherd’s conference that I worked was something like 111 hours. Praise God I was single at that time! 
The majority of those hours were constantly moving around the campus and taking out overfilling trash as thousands of men put their trash in during meal hours. Then when I was able to actually attend shepherd’s conference myself, I saw a new crew of custodians doing the same thing I did a couple years back. I saw one a young man taking out trash, his visibly tired, perhaps grumbling silently in his heart inside why this many hours doing this mundane thing... since I knew what it was like to work those long difficult hours, I went up to that young man with a smile and a look of encouragement and thanked them for their work saying I worked on the team not too long ago. Even though he didn’t know me, I hoped and prayed that those few words made an impact on him and encouraged him that his labor in the Lord is not in vain. 
And speaking of our labor in the Lord being not in vain, last Sunday we concluded that  massive chapter, chapter 15, on the resurrection and that because Christ has been raised from the dead, therefore we can be steadfast, immovable, and always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that our labor is not in vain. And though the context indicated that the type of “work” Paul was referring to was specifically ministry work, that whatever we do in service to the church, in discipleship, evangelism, teaching and preaching the word of God, leading and participating in small groups, etc. is not in vain in the Lord because Christ is risen, yet...I believe in another sense, that principle of our ministry labors being not in vain in the Lord can be applied to whatever we do whether it’s directly ministry related or not. 
Whatever you do in the Lord, even if it may look small or insignificant, as long as it is done for God’s glory and honor, it is not in vain because you are making an eternal impact for the kingdom. 1 Corinthians 10:31 says “whatever you do, whether you eat or drink, do all to the glory of God.” We saw last week the biblical foundation for why our labor is not in vain in the Lord. And today we are going to see the biblical living out or the practical application of what abounding in the work of the Lord looks like in the area of raising up money to support struggling churches and even figuring out the logistics of ministry travels. So Paul starts off in chapter 16 with answering the question the Corinthian believers had about supporting the church in Jerusalem financially. 16:1 “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the churches of Galatia, so do you also.” 
Paul here addresses a question or a problem that the Corinthians previously asked him about and we know that it was something they corresponded to Paul before because he says, “Now concerning...(whatever subject).” “Now concerning spiritual gifts,” or “Now concerning things sacrificed to idols.” This time it was about how they should best raise money to send to the Jerusalem church to help the Jewish saints who were poor. Jerusalem was the epicenter of the Jews and it was a big city, often overcrowded and like many big cities often many big city problems came about such as impoverishment. However, Acts 11:28 also records for us that at some point a severe famine hit Jerusalem further causing the believers in Jerusalem to be poor. Thirdly, many of the Jews specifically who became followers of Christ were persecuted, ostracized, rejected, and outcasted from their closest family and circle of friends, which caused them to lose their safety net when it came to being provided for. And because salvation was originally from the Jews, the Gentiles “owed a debt” so to speak to the Jewish believers for salvation being brought to the Gentiles. It was a way also of bridging the natural animosity that existed between Jews and Gentiles as well in the church so that the church of Christ could be more unified. 
But how were the Corinthian believers to raise money in the wisest way possible that was honoring to the Lord? Verse 2 “On the first day of every week each one of you is to set something aside, saving whatever he has prospered, so that no collections be made when I come.” If you really want to buy something, a wise way to do that is to prioritize budgeting that money towards it little by little so that, week by week until you have saved up the money for it. It's like what we do with our missionaries, we don’t give what’s left over to the missionaries after we have spent all that we wanted to spend for our church, but we budget that out ahead of time every year so that the missionaries would be able to get their proper support for the year. Paul said to do that so that when he does finally come to visit and stay with the Corinthian church for a while, he wouldn’t be forced to collect money in a short time. 
Now there are two possible reasons I can think of of why Paul didn’t want the Corinthian church to start saving up when he came. The first possible reason is perhaps he didn’t want to give anyone the impression that the Corinthian church was raising money to give to Paul personally...that if the money was already saved up before Paul arrived, then it cleared any suspicion that Paul had anything to do with the amount they were to raise. Second possible reason is more simply he knew that this method was the most likely to garner the funds needed to give to the collection for the saints in Jerusalem. If a donation collector said “ok everyone fork over 500 dollars for the brothers right now” it would be a lot harder to do that psychologically and the thousands of dollars needed to be raised would be less likely to happen because people didn’t have that in their budget at the moment. (I hope this part Sue Wright is enjoying as she is our beloved treasurer, keeping us out of debt. Do these verses sound like wise financial advice?) Now there’s nothing inherently spiritual about money, money is money and we need money to buy groceries and live, etc. But that’s the beauty of it! Part of a church being in a church and functioning in the way it does is it involves paying the bills to keep the lights on unless we want to worship in the dark! But it’s not in vain, what Sue does in keeping tabs on church finances is not in vain, because she knows that’s what God has called her to serve Him as our church treasurer! 
Verses 3-7, “And when I arrive, whomever you may approve, I will send them with letters to carry your gracious gift to Jerusalem, and if it is fitting for me to go also, they will go with me. But I will come to you after I go through Macedonia, for I am going through Macedonia; and perhaps I will stay with you, or even spend the winter, so that you may send me on my way wherever I may go. For I do not wish to see you now just in passing, for I hope to remain with you for some time, if the Lord permits.” If Paul was going to see the Corinthian believers, he was going to spend quality time with them and not just say “hi and bye.” Relationships take time to form. Even at this small church, it is amazing to me how it always takes longer than I think to get to know people. But it’s not just this aspect of relationships, but discipleship that Paul intends as an apostle of Christ. Jesus said in Matthew 28 to go and make disciples of all nations, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.” That takes a lot of time and setting aside time intentionally! That takes meeting up with people individually, teaching them theology and the Bible, living life with them. Though that process can bring joy and be rewarding, that all takes time, energy and intentionality and effort. 
But for right now this is Paul’s plans, verses 8-9 “But I will remain in Ephesus until Pentecost, for a wide and effective door has opened to me, and there are many adversaries.” The feast of Pentecost was around Spring time, and it seemed like Paul was going to stay longer perhaps than he intended because he sees a “wide and effective door” of ministry. Ephesus was a difficult city for Paul and his companions to deal with, with the riot and mob angrily trying to arrest Paul. Remember when he said he fought “wild beasts” in Ephesus and how it could have literally referred to wild beasts or metaphorically to those rioters and other adversaries that Paul encountered in the book of Acts? Well I think he meant it in a metaphorical sense because here he mentions there are many adversaries that he encountered in Ephesus. Sometimes, you know Satan and his army don’t like what you are doing when they send adversaries to stop whatever gospel ministry is going on. Opposition to the ministry doesn’t always mean that the Lord is closing those doors. Sometimes it means the very opposite, that it’s a sign that you have gotten a strong foothold in an area of sinful darkness. 
	Now, while the church is waiting for Paul to come, Paul knew that Timothy might drop by to say to fellowship with the church at Corinth before making his way to see Paul. Verses 10-11 “Now if Timothy comes, take care that he is with you without fear, for he is doing the Lord’s work, as I also am. So let no one despise him. But send him on his way in peace, so that he may come to me, for I expect him with the brothers.” Now the reason why Paul said to “take care that Timothy is not with them in fear” is because some of the Corinthian believers didn’t like the apostle Paul and they thought he was not impressive and weak and not genuine. So Timothy, as his protegee would likely be viewed the same. So Paul didn’t want Timothy to receive the same treatment, as that’s not his problem. And now we come to the last “now concerning” phrase of our letter, Verse 12 “Now concerning Apollos our brother, I encouraged him greatly to come to you with the brothers, and it was not at all his desire to come now, but he will come when he has opportunity.” We don’t the reason or original context of why the brother Apollos was brought up by the Corinthian believers, but likely they were asking about when Apollos was going to visit them. We know that Apollos was very influential leader and shepherd to the Corinthian believers because a whole faction was formed after Apollos (although not in a good way, “I am of Apollos...”)
 	Perhaps they were thinking maybe Apollos wasn’t interested in seeing them again, but Paul assures them God has other plans at the moment for where Apollos is at, but that as soon as the timing is right, Apollos plans to come and visit them when he has the opportunity. But why spill so much ink at the end of every letter that Paul has written on things like finances, and visiting other churches and specific individuals and welcoming them with open arms? One word: love...Verses 13-14. “Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. Let all that you do be done in love.” We will start off next week’s sermon with these two verses again as it is the centerpiece, the glue that binds verses before it and after it together. And these verses are breathed out too by God for a reason, because it shows us love in action. To show us what does love look like in the daily, practical and what we might consider as the “mundane” aspects of life? Well it looks like this. 
	If Christ is risen from the dead, if He has defeated sin and death, and because of that if He has all authority in heaven and earth, meaning he is sovereignly in control over every aspect of our lives, and if He is good and He loves us, then that means everything that happens in our life and everything we do is ordained by Christ to bring Him glory and to conform us into the image of Christ, and that is an eternal work that Christ is doing, and if it is eternal, then it matters to God. But my friend if Christ is not the cornerstone of your life, God is concerned more than anything about the state of your soul, that you be right with Him. God is more concerned that you be right with him once and for all by repenting of your sins which means to see that sin causes death and is misery and turn away from your sins and turn to Christ’s righteousness which is able to save your soul from the wrath of God that is coming upon sin. 
He wants you to see the eternal value of placing your trust in the infinite riches of Christ that is in His grace that He gives to all those who is willing to receive it by faith. But in order to get to that point, you have to first see that you are utterly at the mercy of the salvation of God in Christ, that there is nothing good in you or can do that can merit being with Him in heaven. And because God is a good and perfect Judge, He must see to it that all sin and sinners who commit those sins rightly receive justice. But at the same time, know that this same judge of the universe is merciful and can be your redeemer and king and save you from His justice. Yes, know the terror of the judge, but also know the kindness of the king for Romans 2:4 says it is the kindness of God, that is going to lead you to repentance. So behold the kindness of God shown to you. Trust in His kindness. Cling to His kindness. I invite you to do that now if you have not as we close in prayer and as we look to the cross in remembrance of what He did for us and our sins. [pray] 

Communion 
(Closing song: “All Glory Be To Christ”) 

Benediction after Communion: 

1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 

“may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and for all people, just as we also do for you, so that He may strengthen your hearts blameless in holiness, before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.” 

Scripture Reading: 

Psalm 97 
