1 Corinthians 15:50-58 Sermon Manuscript

“O Death, Where is Your Sting?!”

	There is a lot of animals and insects in this world that are scary and intimidating to encounter because they have a stinger, sometimes a lethal stinger. It is something that causes us to behold the raw lethal nature of the creatures of this world, and to some extent fascinates us, but something in which we wouldn’t want to experience ourselves, with the exception of some oddball wildlife professionals who are willing to be stung for educational purposes and to entertain his audience. Those people are brave (but possibly a little crazy to do that too).  Now we can avoid being stung by the creatures of this earth if we are careful. And even if you do get stung, there is a good chance you will survive if you get yourself to a hospital in time to receive an antidote to it. But there is one stinger that you cannot avoid and that humanity has not been able to avoid being stung by, and this is the stinger of death.  
	One author wrote a vivid, serious, and sobering poem about death, personifying it as a preacher. He said this, “There is a preacher of the old school but he speaks as boldly as ever. He is not popular, though the world is his parish and he travels every part of the globe and speaks in every language. He visits the poor, calls upon the rich, preaches to people of every religion and no religion, and the subject of his sermon is always the same. He is an eloquent preacher, often stirring feelings which no other preacher could, and bringing tears to eyes that never weep. His arguments none are able to refute, nor is there any heart that has remained unmoved by the force of his appeals. He shatters life with his message. Most people hate him; everyone fears him. His name? Death. Every tombstone is his pulpit, every newspaper prints his text, and someday every one of you will be his sermon.” 
	I have heard some say death is the “great equalizer,” which probably came from Ecclesiastes and its description of death equalizing both the rich and poor in the end. Even though there were things that Bildad the Shuhite got wrong in his attempt to explain what was happening to Job, one of the true statements he said was his description of death. In Job 18:14 He described death like a “terrifying king” that forces everyone to leave all their possessions and line them up to march to the king. If someone who is not a Christians has said to you “I am not afraid of death,” they are lying because the Bible says in Hebrews 2:15 that everyone lives their lives in slavery to sin through the fear of death. On our own power, will, and good works, the finality of death is inescapable. Now death like a creature with a stinger has a stinger of its own. And if you cut off the stinger of let’s say a scorpion from its tail, you take away its power and ability to harm you. It will be like “defanging” an animal with a ferocious bite. 
And that is what Christ has done to death’s stinger when He rose from the grave. That is what this passage is all about...that Christ has removed the sting of death. He effectually “defanged” death’s sting, he “cut” it off, so that we are no longer under threat of its lethal power, try as it may to sting us. Through the atoning work of Jesus Christ on the cross and Him rising from the grave, Jesus declares in Revelation 2:11 that those who are His own will “never be hurt by the second death...” “second death” referring to the eternal consequence of spiritual death in the lake of fire for all those who do not repent of their sins and trust in Christ as their Lord and Savior. 
	This is our fifth sermon looking at the resurrection of Christ as well as the resurrection of the dead and us. The apostle Paul has devoted 58 verses for us because the resurrection is that important to our faith, because without it there is no faith or Christianity or future hope. We saw that at the beginning of this chapter, in verses one through eleven, that Christians cannot claim to be Christians if they deny or doubt that the resurrection actually happened in history. The fact that Christ rose from the dead is undeniable, even by secular skeptics. The chance of the more than 500 eyewitnesses mistaking the risen Christ for a mass hallucination of the same thing is essentially zero. Then in verses 12-28 we looked at what life would like without and what the eternally negative implications would be if Christ didn’t rise from the dead or if there was no resurrection of the dead as well. Life would be futile, faith will be empty, pointless and we would have absolutely no hope for eternal life because a risen Savior is our only hope for defeating sin and death. 
Then in verses 29-34 we saw Paul moving from the general to the personal declaring that if there is no resurrection from the grave, why would Paul and his travel companions then go through all this trouble and life endangering trouble if death was all there is and had the final say? If there is no hope beyond the grave, then the only worldview that would make perfect sense is the worldview of hedonism, which is to pursue a life solely for pleasure, ease, and comfort. If the only pleasure that you can experience is here on this earth, why not just pursue those pleasures as much as you want? Fornication, drugs, alcohol, pornography, amassing wealth and riches, ambition and pride to be the most successful, famous, or popular person? going to parties? Does any of that describe you?! Does any of that describe the world that we live in? 
	Then last week we went over verses 35-49 where went over the glorious nature of the resurrected body and how we need to see the future hope of the redemption of our bodies as an impending reality because God has already put the pattern of death and resurrection in the plant world as well as letting us know that we will one day have a body that is suitable for life in heaven and in the eternal state through the different bodies God has given to His creatures that is suitable for its environment. God has given fish their bodies to be suitable for living underwater, God has given birds their unique body suited for flying in the air and God has given us the promise to us humans who have trusted in Christ, the High King of heaven, that we will be given a heavenly body suited for eternity in the New Heavens and New Earth. And so look with me at verse 50 as we draw to a close for this marvelous chapter on the resurrection. Verse 50 says: “Now I say this, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the corruptible inherit the incorruptible.”
	What verse 50 is not saying is that matter or bodies are not going to be a part of God’s coming kingdom. After all bodies are good, creation is good, physical matter is good and God has not only redeemed our souls but also will redeem our bodies. What this is saying is that in heaven, sin, death, suffering, sorrow, corruption caused by sin, all of that will not be allowed to enter heaven because there will no longer be sin in the future. The old order of things has passed in Christ which means all that is associated with the sin and corruption of our bodies will not come with us to be in the presence of a thrice holy God. God is so set apart from sin that He said to Moses in Exodus 33:20 “You cannot see My face, for no man can see Me and live!” Even though Moses wanted to see God’s face, to see what He looked like, His form was so glorious and so utterly holy that He could not show His face to Moses lest Moses literally died from God’s glory. Sinful creatures in our natural unredeemed state cannot gaze upon the immortal light of God. The Apostle Paul described that God is so utterly distinct and set apart from the rest of His creation that no one can approach Him and see Him. He says in 1 Timothy 6:16 that (God) alone has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see.” 
	And yet as unapproachable God is by sinful man, the wonder of it all is that through the work of Christ being raised from the dead, He has made it possible for us to approach God with boldness and see Him with the eyes of faith...not because we did something to change that, but purely because Christ made it possible through His death and resurrection on behalf of us. We must have the proper “attire” so to speak to be allowed entrance into heaven. There are some high-end restaurants that you can find that have the sign in the front window or door, “no shoes, no shirt, no service,” meaning if you show up looking like a homeless person, we won’t let you dine in. Some restaurants require you even to at least be dressed semi-formally to dine.  It’s like that with heaven, and that is why we must put on the robe of righteousness, we must put on Christ and have Him take away our filthy garments and rags that we wear. 
	Now even though the general rule is that all people will pass through physical death, yet even that is not going to be one hundred percent the case for believers. What is one hundred percent the case is that all believers will be changed or transformed into their glorified states. That there is one percent guaranteed. God reveals to us that not every person who has ever lived will pass through physical death. There will be some who won’t die but immediately be given the resurrected body when Christ returns to rapture the church from the earth to Himself. Verses 51-52 “Behold, I tell a mystery: we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we will be changed.” Christ is so absolutely powerful that the time it will take to transform our bodies from the grave, or wherever they will be disintegrated in, and to rejoin it back to us will be in the blink of an eye. Do you know how many times on average humans blink per day? Anywhere from 14,000-19,000 times a day! We don’t think about blinking, it just happens all the time. A fraction of a second. That is how fast we will be changed. No standing in line, behind billions of saints for your turn to get your body, no, boom, everyone everywhere all within a blink of an eye. 
	And the reason why we are getting this awesome, amazing, resurrected body in the first place is because God intended from the beginning to crush death and rid of death once for all. Verses 53-55, “For this corruptible must put on the incorruptible, and this mortal must put on immortality. But when this corruptible puts on the incorruptible, and this mortal puts on immortality, then will come about the word that is written, “Death is swallowed up in victory, O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” These are obviously rhetorical questions, and death has no answer to these questions, because it is the truth. Christ has the victory, not death. And Christ has stung death itself with His “stinger” if you will of righteousness. When we are transformed into our glorified state, we will have complete and full victory over it. We are still subject to death in our rotten, decaying bodies that are prone to disease, weakness, and suffering. But once we pass through death and then afterwards receive our new bodies, it would be invulnerable to death, impenetrable by sin, impervious from sin, because Christ has removed the stinger of death, which is sin. 
	But why is there death in the first place? Paul explains in verse 56 “Now the sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law...” Romans 6:23 speaks of the “sting” of death when it says that the “wages of sin is death.” Sin causes death, both physical and spiritual death. We were born spiritually dead into this world only for us to eventually die physically. God says in Ezekiel 18:20 that the soul that sins shall die. Romans 5:12 says “just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, (and) so death spread to all men, because all sinned.” In other words, the fact that you are going to do and all men have died in the past shows that you are a sinner and caused your own death. And the fact that there is no one who has ever lived who has not sinned shows that we are deserving of this rightful penalty of death. And furthermore Paul explains in Romans 7 that if it weren’t for the Law of God, he wouldn’t have known what sin was. It’s not that people don’t sin until they are made aware of a law of right and wrong, it’s that the fact that there is a law of right and wrong in God’s eyes that has made us realize that sin is “exceedingly sinful” in God’s sight. The power of the law is in revealing that there is a righteous standard we must keep, and the fact that we fall short of it shows the utter power of sin we are under. It shows how weak we are as slaves in light of the powerful slave master over us called sin. 
	And the bad news is we can’t do a thing about it ourselves, which is why Paul says that if Christ wasn’t raised, we out of all people are most to be pitied because at least all the other religions say if you work hard enough in being good and obeying certain laws and rituals maybe God will accept you into heaven...whereas the core belief of Christianity is we are inherently evil and cannot earn our way into heaven. But praise God he did rise from the grave! Verse 57 “but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!” And because of that dear Christian, Paul concludes this chapter in verse 58 with this application: “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” Because Christ has the victory, because He has the final say and not your sin or your death, victory is on your side and there is nothing that can stop the army of Christ from advancing. That is why Jesus says that the church has the keys to the kingdom and our offense will make all of hell retreat behind their gates in fear. He said to Peter, “I will give you the keys to the kingdom and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.” In other words, Jesus has all authority and that’s why on that basis of sovereign authority that He has commanded the church to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 
	It is on that basis of authority over our lives that He can say things like what He said in Luke 21:16-18 “But you will be betrayed even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death, and you will be hated by all because of My name. Yet not a hair of your head will perish.” You can argue that Job’s steadfastness in His trust in God and His sovereignty was based on a future hope of his resurrection...he said in Job 19:26 “Even after my skin is destroyed, Yet from my flesh I shall behold God.” This was way way before Christ came on to the scene and yet God divinely revealed to Job the promise of a future bodily resurrection for all those who trust in Him. The author of Hebrews reveals to us that the substance of Abraham’s trust or faith in God was the resurrection of the dead. Hebrews 11:17-19 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was offering up his only son, to whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called.” He considered that God is able to raise people even from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he also received him back.
	Just a little bit further into Hebrews chapter 11, the author says that other faithful unnamed saints had a choice to be released but chose to instead endure torture “so that (verse 35) they might obtain a better resurrection.” If the resurrection is the reason or motivation for enduring suffering and all sorts of persecution, then it must be worth it. And mind you these are all Old Testament saints that the author of Hebrews is quoting. They weren’t revealed the details of the glories of the resurrected body like we know post Christ’s resurrection and the completed canon of Scripture. How much more should we be motivated to live faithfully, steadfastly for Jesus Christ because we know the glories of the end time events and of the nature of our resurrected bodies? God says to us to be “steadfast” in the faith. That means we need to proclaiming the gospel to the lost, being the salt and light of Christ in a perishing world, serving and building up the body of Christ through the various gifts and talents he has given us, and redeeming the time for Christ for the days are evil. Because Christ gave it His all for us who deserve nothing from Him, we need to give our all to Him. 
And in addition to that, we need to be immovable as well, meaning that we need to have our faith rock solid in Christ. And the way to do that is to be build up on the rock, which is Christ, and how do we build ourselves up on the immovable rock? Through the words of Christ, which is the Bible, applied through prayer to God. If you don’t grow in your knowledge of Scripture and apply and/or don’t live out what you learn in your life, you won’t be immovable, but movable because the world and its temptations and its worldviews and its philosophies of life will appeal to your flesh and make you worldly. No matter what outcome you see or receive, know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. If you try to live the Christian life on the strength of your own flesh and wisdom and power, it will fail and you will get discouraged. Psalm 127:1 says “Unless Yahweh builds the house, They labor in vain who build it.” But it’s not in vain because Yahweh has built His house, His church, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
And I want to close with an appeal to get right with God if you are not because He is coming to create an eternal wedding feast for all those who are given wedding clothes specifically for that feast. In Matthew 22 Jesus says that the kingdom of heaven is like a king giving a wedding feast for his son. And as the king was greeting his guests in wedding clothes, he noticed a man who was in the banquet hall who did not have wedding clothes on but his own clothes. In Matthew 22 the king asked this man, “Friend, how did you come in here without wedding clothes?’ And the man was speechless. Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ This man tried to get into the kingdom, he tried to “earn heaven” his own way and not through God’s way. He thought he was good enough to enter the wedding banquet by own his merit and righteousness. But no, in order to inherit the gift of the incorruptible body, you must receive wedding robe of Christ’s righteousness in exchange for putting all your reliance on yourself, your wisdom, your righteousness and your good works at the foot of the cross where Christ can put to death those sins. And when you recognize that on your own you will never be good enough to enter heaven, the king is merciful enough to offer you His incorruptible robe to be allowed entrance into His celestial kingdom. So don’t take your chances of entering heaven on your own merit, because there is no chance, you will absolutely be thrown out into outer darkness, God promises you that. But He also promises that if you accept His gift to clothe you with His Son’s righteousness, you will be a part of His kingdom. So which will you choose? 

