1 Corinthians 15:35-49 Sermon Manuscript
“The Best is Yet to Come”

	Well today we are going over the nature of the resurrected body and what that will be like. When it comes to the glory of our future heavenly home and body, I like what Dave Paine once said “you ain’t seen nothing yet.” We continue where we left off last week in verse 35 “But someone will say, “How are the dead raised? And with what kind of body do they come?” This is not a question of sincere curiosity but one of defiance and mockery. And we know this was not a question asked out of good intentions because Paul responds in verse 2 with some strong language of rebuke, “You fool! That which you sow does not come to life unless it dies; and that which you sow, you do not sow the body which is to be, but a bare grain, perhaps of wheat or of something else.” In other words he’s saying, “don’t be a fool guys! Don’t you know that resurrection happens all the time in a small scale even in the agriculture all around you in fruits and grains and vegetables?!” Jesus Himself said in John 12:24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” Death and resurrection is constantly illustrated for us from nature itself! So is it too shocking to believe that there is also a resurrection from the dead of our bodies? 
	Then verse 38 “But God gives it a body just as He wished, and to each of the seeds a body of its own.” In other words, verse 37 and 38 are saying that what God sows is not what’s going to come out in resurrection. Just as a wheat seed doesn’t come out a bigger wheat seed but a stalk of grain instead, so when we are sown into the ground in death, what’s going to come up is an entirely different kind of body, not just an improved version of our old bodies, it will still be us, but different in quality. We’re still human, but the type of body we will be resurrected with will transcend human limitations. 
You see our bodies will not be restored pre-fall like Adam and Eve’s was, but it will transcend in glory even that body because it will have spiritual properties as well and transcend physical limitations. We know our resurrected bodies will be both physical and spiritual because Jesus’ resurrected body is both physical and spiritual. Jesus wasn’t resurrected to newness of life as a ghost or a phantom. He was like a spirit in the sense that He was able to come through locked doors when His disciples were hiding and they thought he was a ghost. But then to show that he wasn’t just a floating spirit, He took some bread and fish and ate it. He had Thomas touch his hands and feet and see the imprint or holes where the crucifixion nails went through. And then continuing with his argument from nature, Paul fixates on the creatures of the earth and says if we look at the creatures of the earth, we see that there varying degrees of glory seen among the different bodies God gives to the creatures. And that’s the point he makes in verse 39 “All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one flesh of men, and another flesh of beasts, and another flesh of birds, and another of fish.
And then he zooms out of the earth into the heavens, really the universe, and illustrates that the differing degrees of glory God saw fit to give to His creation is seen even in the heavens! Verse 40 “There are also heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is one, and the glory of the earthly is another. There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. And you might be wondering at this point what in the world “glory” means. You’re heard it a million times, “glorious!” God’s “glory!” etc...but what is the definition of glory? Well glory is not quite so easy to define. The Hebrew word that is used to translate “glory” in the Old Testament is kevod which literally means a really heavy weight or significance. The New Testament word that is translated glory is doxa where we get our word “doxology” from. It’s similar to the word kevod but it also carries the idea that this glory or weight is something praiseworthy because of its weighty significance. But in a general sense, something that shows forth God’s glory is seeing the attributes and character of God in visible form. Psalm 19:1 for examples says that the heavens declare the glory of God...in other words, the stars, the sun, the moon, the sky, the universe, the milky way, all of that shows the attribute of God that He is all powerful, that He is a God of beauty, order, design, and sovereignty. Or another example is when Paul says in 1 Corinthians 11 that a woman’s hair is her glory, he means that a woman’s hair, her length, the beauty and design of a woman’s hair compared to a man’s is what makes a woman distinctly feminine and beautiful, pointing to an intelligent God who has designed women in all their beauty. 
So if I had to give a biblical definition of the word “glory” it would be this: “Glory” is the visible weight or significance of God’s attribute(s) or character displayed in part or in full that should create in us praise and worship of Him. So with that in mind, let’s keep going in verses 42-44 “So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a corruptible body, it is raised an incorruptible body; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.” We came into this world, we were “sown into this world” so to speak with a body that was corrupt by sin, dishonored by sin, weak because of sin, and natural, meaning it is of this world, we were made out of the dust of this ground just as Adam was. But Paul says whatever condition our bodies were sown in, those in Christ will be raised in the opposite way. Since Christ has reversed the power and effect of sin and one day remove the presence of sin entirely, therefore our bodies will be raised incorruptible, honored in righteousness, powerful, and heavenly because it is of the work of heaven above, not of the earth below. 
And so Paul moves from the comparison of creatures and the bodies of stars and the like to Adam and Christ (whom He calls the last Adam, also referred to as the second Adam). He zooms in on this comparison. Verse 45 “So also it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living soul.” The last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.” Now in case you were wondering why Paul uses different words to describe Adam and Christ where for Adam he says he became a living soul whereas Christ became a life-giving Spirit I am aware of the distinction and I do have thoughts on that so if you are really curious, feel free to ask me after the sermon is done...but the most important takeaway from verse 45 is that the contrast between Adam who was of the earth, his name literally means “one who is out of the ground/dirt” and we are all descendants of Adam, and so we too share the same nature and properties as Adam. But the last Adam, Jesus Christ, came from heaven and so all who trust in Him, though we are still very much of the earth, at the same time, we will also share in the properties of His heavenly and divine nature. That’s what I believe the apostle Peter was getting at in 2 Peter 1:4 where he says, “He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.” 
And so Paul encourages the Corinthian believers who were discouraged or disillusioned by seeing the death of their friends and family in the church and encourages us still today who might discouraged by seeing our loved ones die before us that the natural body of Adam that we all are must be sown in the ground first to die, and only then will the spiritual aspect of our resurrected bodies come when Christ comes to rapture all the saints both living and dead. That’s what verse 46 says, “However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural; then the spiritual.” Verse 47 “The first man is from the earth, earthy; the second man is from heaven.” Adam, earth. We earth. Christ heaven. Those in Christ also receives heaven. 
Verses 48-49 “As is the earthy, so also are those who are earthy; and as is the heavenly, so also are those who are heavenly. And just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we will also bear the image of the heavenly.” Notice that God doesn’t say “we used to bore the image of the earthly, but now God is going to remove that and from here on out we will bear the image of the heavenly.” In other words, notice that our earthly body and property will still be there, it won’t be erased. We are not going to be just spirits, or immaterial beings that are floating about in God’s kingdom. Yes for a time if you do die before Christ comes to rapture His church you will be a redeemed spirit or soul that will be immediately in the presence of Christ, but it’s only a matter of time before your body will be resurrected out of the grave and transformed to become like Christ’s body when He was risen from the grave, both physical and spiritual at the same time. That’s how amazing our God is, when humanity would give up on our corrupted bodies saying, there’s no hope to redeem this piece of junk, God in His power transformed and redeemed our bodies to restore it to its rightful glory and worth instead of trashing it and getting rid of it. That’s how much he loves His creation, that’s why we will be have actual rooms to be in the New Jerusalem, the city of the country called the New Heavens and New Earth. There will be a physical river or stream flowing from the city, there will be beautiful gems and gold of the likes we have never seen in this world. 
If we are honest I think sometimes we are not as excited to be in the new heavens and earth as we ought to be because we have different unbiblical ideas of what heaven will be like. I had one seminary professor, Dr. Kevin Zuber who I took a theology class with. He was an incredibly gifted and most accurate theologians I have ever come across. He was phenomenal preacher too. And he loved theology, he loved learning about theology, he loved chapel and sermons, which are good things. But as I was trying to survive being in his class, he exclaimed (he had a somewhat dark sense of humor) you know what I think heaven is going to be like? I think heaven is going to be one very long chapel session or seminary class, over and over again. We are going to be just studying theology all day! 
Now...that might be true...but that was not what I particularly wanted to hear, that was not the most encouraging thought when I was so looking forward to finishing seminary. 4 years of college and 4 years right after that of grad school is enough for me! While it’s true that there are many aspects of what eternity in the New Jerusalem will look like what our daily activities are going to look like, if I had to guess, I cold be wrong and God forgive me if I am, but I don’t think it will be just purely a bunch of tables and chairs and a lecture board and Jesus explaining and teaching us all the mysteries of theology that made us scratch our heads on earth. There’s rooms after all, are we going to sleep? Maybe, if we are able to sleep, it’s not because we will need to survive like we do on earth. Are we going to eat? I don’t know, but if we are going to eat, it will not be because we need to survive because again we are no longer going to be invulnerable to death or because we still have earthly needs. If you ask me, I think it’s going to look closer to the pattern and way we live our life here on earth, except with major differences. There will be regular and rhythmical times of rest, there will be regular and rhythmical times of fellowship of holy fun and games with the saints, and regular and rhythmical times where we all come to the throne like for church for corporate praise, worship, singing, and listening to teaching and preaching from Jesus Christ Himself. After Jesus is done, He says, “dismissed, go and enjoy my new creation, and we’ll see you tomorrow, same time, same place at my throne!” 
There’s a lot of details that God doesn’t give us in the Bible so I can’t say all that with certainty but God does give us sufficient enough details to look forward to it!  
 Sometimes we wrongly envision eternity with Christ to be an immaterial existence of us floating around in a supposed city that is also immaterial. There is something irreplicable about the experience of seeing with our physical eyes, touching an animal with our physical hands and grasping a beautiful plant, walking with our physical feet. Everything that we know and love in this world is an embodied experience, and God knows that and He is not going to take that away from us! I don’t know how eternity with Christ living in the New Heavens and New Earth will look and feel like compared to how we live right now in time and space and on this planet called earth. I don’t know how it can be that our bodies will both be physical and spiritual at the same time. That it can be grasp the handle of a door to open it and go through the door at the same time like Jesus did. But what I do know from God is that He promises that our life in eternity with Him will be so much infinitely better than here on earth, in fact it is not even comparable. It is so incomparable in fact in joy and expectation that Paul viewed his sufferings as “light and momentary afflictions.” Here it is, 2 Corinthians 4:16-18, “Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. For our momentary, light affliction is working out for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.” 
That is not a natural response coming from our earthly focused, sin focused, self focused, temporal focused selves. That response can only come as a gift from God. That is the response of one who is heavenly minded, eternally minded. You cannot muster that type of eternal perspective by the strength of your own flesh. You cannot just “will” that type of perspective. It has to come from the Holy Spirit who dwells within you. It has to come from the one who has given you His Holy Spirit which dwells within you, Jesus Christ who knows better than anyone what it is like to suffer. Many of you are going through sufferings like cancer, other mental diseases and breakdowns of the body that I cannot personally relate to because I have not gone through those same sufferings. But I can point you to the one who is able to experientially relate to you for Isaiah 53 says that the suffering servant of God, Jesus the Messiah bore your sickness and carried your sorrows on his back. If you keep looking to Christ for all your burdens, sicknesses, diseases and sins, He will show that He has carried those with Him to the cross and buried those far far away with Him. Those will never surface again to hurt your security with Christ because they never could not hold Christ in the grave. 
But in order to partake of this heavenly glorious future that awaits the children of Christ, you must first die. And not only die physically, but die in a spiritual sense to your sins. And so I close with this Scripture from Romans 6:8-11 which says this, “Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him. For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all, but the life that He lives, He lives to God. Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” So Bethel, have you died with Christ? Matthew 16:25 says For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. Which path are you going to take it? 
