1 Corinthians 15:29-34 Sermon Manuscript

“Let Us Eat and Drink, for Tomorrow We Die”

	I don’t know if you have ever discussed how you want your funeral to be and whether you want to be buried or cremated, but I have discussed some of that in the past with Heidi. If you believe life as we know it and see it is all there is too it, then of course thinking about your own death and how you will die will be depressing and discouraging. But if you know that there is more to life than the grave, then that’s a whole different ball game, that is a whole different perspective to have that will change everything about the way you live. There are of course a lot of factors involved in whether someone ultimately ends up being cremated or buried, cost being one of the biggest ones, a lot of people get cremated rather than buried because it’s generally more affordable than traditional burial, but if my family can afford it, my request is to be buried, not because I am afraid of turning into a pile of ashes, (I will be dead after all so what do I care?). 
I’m not preferring burial over cremation because somehow I think burial would be easier for God to transform my body into my resurrected body than my body being disintegrated into dust. But I prefer burial over cremation because even in how people visit me and remember me, I want to symbolize to people that I am only asleep and it’s only a matter of time before I arise out of my coffin in resurrected glory. Now when I say I am asleep as opposed to saying I’m dead, it doesn’t mean I am somehow alive in my body, no I am really dead, although my spirit is with the Lord. I am also not suggesting soul sleep by saying I am only asleep, as if my spirit is unconscious like when you are asleep every night. No, no, the Bible is clear that those who are in Christ when they die, they immediately go to be with the Lord forever. 
	And in today’s passage, I want to show you why the resurrection of Christ should motivate you to die to sin and live for righteousness. Now the last two sermons that were in 1 Corinthians has been about the resurrection of Jesus Christ. In 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, we saw that we need to truly believe that the resurrection of Christ was an actual historical fact and that you can’t be a believer without believing that the resurrection of Christ was an actual historical event. If Christ did not truly rise from the dead 2000 years ago, then there is no Christianity. Then last week we went over verses 12-28 where we talked about Christ is reigning over sin, death, suffering and all that is evil and bad in our world because He must reign...but sadly the Corinthians believers didn’t believe that we would raised from the dead even thought they acknowledged that Christ was raised from the dead. But Paul exposes the error of that thinking showing us that if there is no resurrection from the dead, then Christ isn’t raised either, and if Christ was not raised, then our preaching, our faith, everything in life is vain, that we are of all people and of all religions most to be pitied!
	And he continues right on in verse 29, “Otherwise, what will those do who are baptized for the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why then are they baptized for them?” Now right off the bat, we come to the one of the most difficult Bible verses in all of the New Testament. What does Paul mean by this? Among faithful scholars of the Bible, there are differing views on what Paul possibly meant by “baptism for the dead.” I do have a preferred view, but I am not going to be dogmatic on it because this is truly a hard verse to interpret. At the very least it does not mean baptism saves, only God’s grace through faith alone saves. We know that trying to be baptized to save someone who has died is also not biblical, as only God can save you, not someone else, and only God’s grace through your faith, not someone’s else faith can save you. Many cults like Mormonism have used this verse to justify their doctrine of baptism for the dead, but that’s wrong. We know that’s not what the Bible teaches. So then what does it mean? Well this is what I think, this is my current understanding of 1 Cor. 15:29: what I think Paul is saying is why are people being baptized because of the testimony of dead believers? In other words, because baptism is a symbolic act of us dying to sin and rising again to newness of life in our spirit and eventually to newness of life in our body in the bodily resurrection, Paul is saying if the resurrection of the dead isn’t true O Corinthians, why then are people getting saved and baptized because of the faithful testimony of other believers, even though they have died? In other words, there’s no point to getting baptized if there is no resurrection from the dead. If there is no resurrection from the dead, that would be like being put in the waters and staying there in the waters dead, and never rising out of it! 
	And then he adds in verse 30, “why are we also in danger every hour?” If you follow Paul’s missionary journeys throughout Acts, you will notice that Paul was in constant danger. In 2 Corinthians 11, Paul talks about the constant danger he faced throughout his ministry. In verses 24-27 he said, “Five times I received from the Jews forty lashes less one. Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked—a night and a day I have spent in the deep. I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the desolate places, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brothers. I have been in labor and hardship, in many sleepless nights, in starvation and thirst, often hungry, in cold and without enough clothing.” No one in their right mind would be willing to suffer that much if they thought this earthly home was all there was and there was no heavenly home to look forward to. 
	And so verse 31, “I affirm, brothers, by the boasting in you which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily.” Overall, the way Paul lived his life was one of self-sacrifice, and if there was no reward to look forward to, no future hope, why would anyone give up their life and rights, and comforts and pleasures? Verse 32 “If from human motives I fought with wild beasts at Ephesus, what does it profit me? If the dead are not raised, let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” Now whether Paul was talking about fending for his life with actual beasts in the wild in Ephesus or whether he meant it metaphorically to refer to rioting and murderous crowd of Ephesus, we don’t know, but the point is Paul would not risk his life for the sake of the gospel if the gospel was not about the resurrection of the dead. In fact, if it didn’t, Paul should be doing the very opposite of what he is doing. He should be eating and drinking and pursuing all the pleasures and comforts of this world that he can because you only live once after all. 
	From the world’s standpoint, Christians are seen as nutcases because we are constantly denying ourselves and saying no to pleasures they view as good and desirable. Even if there are some in the world that admire and appreciate what the Christians believe and do, they still scratch their heads in confusion when they see Christians being willing to suffer and be tortured for their faith and even die for their faith. That phrase “let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die” is from Isaiah 22 where the prophet Isaiah warns Israel of judgment and that captivity to exile is coming upon them for their sin and instead of turning away from their sin and mourning over their sin in sackcloth and ashes to avoid exile, the Israelites instead decided to party it up and engage in as much illicit and sinful pleasures they could do before the inevitable came. MacArthur writes in his commentary, “The Greek historian Herodotus tells of an interesting custom of the Egyptians. “In social meetings among the rich, when the banquet was ended, a servant would often carry around among the guests a coffin, in which was a wooden image of a corpse carved and painted to resemble a dead person as nearly as possible. The servant would show it to each of the guests and would say, ‘Gaze here and drink and be merry, for when you die such you shall be.” If all of life is only what we see and experience here on earth and after we die, there is nothing more, then hedonism makes perfect sense. Hedonism is the pursuit of all pleasure and making life all about pleasing self in whatever different forms it comes in. Sex, drugs, alcohol, pornography, theft, revenge, greed, fame, etc. If that is what makes you happy, then by all means do it. 
	But evidently, the Corinthian believers were hanging out with the wrong crowd or the wrong teachers of the church and being deceived as a result. Verse 33 “Do not be deceived: Bad company corrupts good morals.” There are certain kinds of people that you don’t want to hang out with and given enough time, you will be corrupted in some way or the other. Your convictions for holiness, your morals, your standards will slowly erode if the majority of the people you hang out with are unbelievers. Now, don’t get me wrong, we do need to interact with the world and make friends with unbelievers so that we can share the gospel to them. And bad company corrupts good morals doesn’t mean we can’t have unbelieving friends that we can genuinely enjoy the company of or have fun with. I have a circle of nerdy unbelieving friends that I hang out with from time to time and have fun with the thing we have in common and our passionate about. But where we grow closer to Christ and are challenged and sharpened in our faith is where the church is at and it is with believers, not unbelievers. If you throw a white towel onto muddy water, it is more likely that the white towel will be soaked in mud and be impure than for the white towel than for that white towel to clean up all that muddy water. 
When I was working as a sales associate at Performance Bicycle in Tacoma, WA, I was one of the only few Christians working there. Most of the guys I worked with including my boss were pretty sleazy, immoral, guys who had a sailor’s mouth and smoked marijuana. They invited me several times to come drink with them or to come hang out with them, but I refused most of those times because I knew I would be surrounded by filthy and sexually inappropriate talk, cursing and swearing, alcohol, smoking, and who knows what else might happen. And if you constantly are surrounded by that and those are the majority of your friends, your defenses can get weaker and weaker and eventually it might lead to compromise from the constant temptations of the world that come to you through them. 
But evidently there were some Corinthian believers who were hanging out with the wrong crowd that were teaching that there was no resurrection from the dead, and therefore were concluding that they should live like everyone else is living, hooking up with the temple prostitutes, offering sacrifices to the gods, living for self. In fact, my boss was not a good guy, it was difficult working for him, he, knowing I was a Christian, would try to tempt me with immoral opportunities, he one time said to me “Teru, I know some of the best hookers in town, let me know if you want to get in on that...” This man was married himself with kids so it made me wonder what he was doing when his wife and kids were not around. 
But to the Corinthian believers who were compromising in their doctrine and practice, Paul says in verse 34 “Become righteously sober-minded, and stop sinning; for some have no knowledge of God. I speak this to your shame.” As you grow more and more righteous in the Lord and in walking with Him, you will grow more sober-minded, meaning you will take more seriously the things of eternity, about sin and righteousness, about how you can please the Lord, about where people will end up for all eternity, that’s being sober-minded. And if you are righteously sober-minded you will sin less and less as you increase in righteous sobriety. And the primary means by which we fight sin and gain righteous sobriety is through the knowledge of God. And how do you gain the knowledge of God? Through the Word of God! It’s by getting to know our Bibles! It’s no strange thing that those who are the most righteous and holy of conduct among us are also the ones who know God’s Word through and through. But it was shameful for these Corinthian believers to deny the resurrection and live like they were pagans! And shame on us if we act the same too!
Shame on us if we act and live as if there is no resurrection from the dead. Dear Christian, know that there is a temptation in each one of us to live for the here and now, to live by the motto, “let us eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we die.” That’s how all the unsaved think and act. They live for those pleasures because they think that’s all there is. It’s a sad life. But it is not as if Christians, the saved, are those who don’t live for pleasure. We do live for pleasure as well. But our pleasures are different. We live for the pleasure of pleasing the will of God, not our will. We delight in the righteousness of our God, not in our sin because God has changed our very inner affections and longings of our heart so that we no longer desire to serve sin and self anymore, but long to serve Christ and what pleases Him. And what will enable you to keep on overcoming sin and temptation and living out a righteously sober-minded life is to look to the resurrection. Look to the future where Christ is, look to the future where you will one day be raised...In fact, Colossians chapter 3 connects the resurrection of Christ and our resurrection with righteous living. I want to close in Colossians so turn to chapter 3 of Colossians. 
Here is the basis for our why we should the live we should live, Colossians 3:1-3 “Therefore, if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. For you died and your life has been hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in glory.” And when we seek the things above, when we set our minds on the things above, then this is the result. I love it when I don’t have to come up with any applications that I can think of for you. I love it when the application for you all to live is directly stated in Scripture, which is the best application. Colossians 3:4-17. 
“Therefore, consider the members of your earthly body as dead to sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which is idolatry. On account of these things, the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, and in them you also once walked, when you were living in them. But now you also, lay them all aside: wrath, anger, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you put off the old man with its evil practices, and have put on the new man who is being renewed to a full knowledge according to the image of the One who created him—a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, and freeman, but Christ is all and in all. So, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience; bearing with one another, and graciously forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone, just as the Lord graciously forgave you, so also should you. Above all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body, and be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with gratefulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
Notice that these commands and this application is for believers to do and not for unbelievers. If you are here today and all of this sounds foreign to your ears, it is because you have not yet put on the Lord Jesus Christ. You cannot lay aside your sin or put on righteous living on your own strength and power unless you first put on the saving grace of Jesus Christ. You are not strong enough or good enough to do so. And that’s why you need to put on Christ’s saving righteousness so that you will be forgiven of your sins and be right with your Maker once and for all. The bad news is if you stand before God on judgment day, you will fail the test of righteousness because you have sinned and fallen short of His glory. The bad news is also that you cannot do anything on your own to remedy or fix that. The bad news is it doesn’t matter how much good works you have done, no amount of good works is enough to offset the infinite penalty for sin. But the good news is that you don’t have to be good enough for God to give you salvation. The good news is salvation is for all who those who repent of their sins and trusts in Christ for their salvation. There is no “clean up your act” in order for you to be considered a candidate for His forgiveness or for Him to consider you into His kingdom. There isn’t all these hoops and hurdles you have to jump through to meet his requirements. It is a gift of God that you receive by trusting in Him. Who are you going to trust when you stand before Him on judgment day? Will you trust yourself or will you trust the One who is able to raise the dead to life? 




	

	

	
	
