1 Corinthians 12:1-31 Sermon Manuscript
“I Don’t Need You!”
	Some of you know my story of in my first semester of seminary I dislocated my elbow while playing basketball in seminary. I made the mistake of thinking I could keep up with a division 1 football wide receiver who played for San Diego State. I snapped my ulnar collateral ligament in my elbow, called the UCL, and had to go through surgery to get it repaired. For the rest of the semester, my left arm was in a splint and a sling and I had to learn to live for a couple of months one handed. Thankfully I right handed, so if it was the other way around, I would have been in real trouble. But when things like that don’t happen to us, it’s very easy and natural to take for granted the use of our limbs. It’s very easy to not think consciously about the fact that God designed every part of our body to rely on each other and no matter how small or insignificant our body part is. We don’t think about how if one our limbs is missing or impaired, the whole body suffers and is affected by it. 
	And that is how we are to view and treat the church of God, the body of Christ. We need to see the importance and need of every member of the body of Christ, no matter how insignificant they may seem, because in God’s eyes, there is no insignificant member of His Son’s body. All those who have repented of their sins and put their trust in Jesus Christ belong to the body of Jesus, which is the called the church. The English word “church” in the original is the Greek word ecclesia, which simply means “the or a gathering.” Gathering under what? Gathering under Christ in commonality with Christ. The church is in other terms is also referred to as the “bride of Christ” because like how a husband lays down his life for his wife, his bride, so Christ, the groom, laid down His life for His bride, the church, except the difference being the church didn’t exist before Christ died. But the church literally was birthed or came to existence because of what Christ did on the cross. 
	But sadly, as has been the pattern of the Corinthian church, the believers at the church of Corinth were misunderstanding and abusing the spiritual gifts of the church for their own self-indulgence. Just as how the Corinthians wrongly approached the Lord’s table, or communion, as we saw last Sunday in chapter 11, so they approached the use of spiritual gifts wrongly for their sinful motives. But instead of giving up on them and saying these people are hopeless, Paul attempts to fix and straighten what has become crooked and bent out of shape. God through the apostle Paul is like a metal worker in a shop who sees a piece of valuable metal that has been deformed and bent out of shape. Instead of tossing it in the trash and declaring judgment on it, he places the piece of metal in a vice grip and attempts to with tools of his choosing to carefully straighten out the metal to its proper shape. 
We have entered a new section concerning the subject of spiritual gifts and order in the church in chapters 12, 13, and 14. So let’s look at chapter 12, the start of this new section, and how these Corinthians have bent themselves out of shape and how to get them to straightened out and healed back to their proper place. Look with me at chapter 12, verses 1-3. “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. You know that when you were pagans, you were being led astray to the mute idols, however you were led. Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is accursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.” Here’s that phrase again “now concerning…” which tells us that Paul already about the issues beforehand and was communicating with the Corinthian church about this issue before this letter was written. Corinth like many Greco-Roman cities was no exception to a city that was steeped in idolatry and pagan practices. And what often came with the worship of idols and deities was spiritual divination, witchcraft, soothsayers, practitioners of magic, or experiences related to the supernatural. That’s what characterized many of the believer’s past life. But sadly, some of them still carried that over to their life, perhaps mixing or exchanging Christian terminology with the pagan ones, but nonetheless it was pretty much pagan worship.  
Emotions, feelings, and personal experiences can be very powerful and alluring to us especially when there is an opportunity to experience something that is out of the ordinary, that excels beyond the normal pleasures and experiences we can have. Sinful humans have always been seeking sensual and ecstatic experiences to satisfy the passions of the flesh and unfortunately the Corinthians were struggling with separating themselves from that to the point where even they would be cursing Jesus. Now I don’t know if this is referring to blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, which is the unforgiveable sin, or this is referring to someone spewing out rotten filthy cuss words against Jesus and claiming to be filled or speaking by the Holy Spirit. It’s probably referring to the later and Paul is pointing that the Spirit of God does not contradict Jesus but only leads to worship, adoration and glorious proclamation of Jesus as Lord by those who are filled with the Spirit of Jesus, or the Spirit of God. 
Then Paul continues on from verse 4 to verse 11, “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. And there are varieties of workings, but the same God who works everything in everyone. But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for what is profitable. For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to someone else faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another the workings of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to someone else various kinds of tongues, and to another the translation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.” 
The first question we need to ask when it comes to spiritual gifts is “what is the purpose of spiritual gifts?” And the simple answer to that is verse 6 that “each spiritual gift is given of the Spirit for what is profitable.” It is to build one another up, to edify one another. Where does spiritual gifts originate? Does it originate with us? No. It originates in God. God through His Spirit is the giver of these spiritual gifts. But what is implied here in verses 4 through 11 is that the Corinthian believers were not viewing these gifts as coming from the one Holy Spirit of God but rather from different spirits. As I mentioned before, some of these believers still carried over some of the thinking and practices of their old idolatrous pagan ways of worship. And they thought if they were gifted with the gift of tongues let’s say, they were more superior than someone with the gift of edification or encouragement, and that the giver of their gift was some other spirit deity that was more superior than the deity that gave the Corinthian believer the gift of encouragement. But no, as verse 11 says, its “one and the same Spirit [who] works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.”
And what is one of the reasons he designed different people of the church to receive different gifts? The answer is in verse 12 “For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.” In other words, we are distinct but not separate. In other words, just as how Christ unites us, the church, under His name and lordship, under under many lords or many Christs, because there is only one lord and one Christ, so that is how we are to view spiritual gifts. Just as we have many members of our own body, like two hands, two feet, two eyes, a mouth, a nose, ears, lips, eyelids, eyeballs, a stomach, a head, fingers and toes, etc. but it’s all one body, so that is how we are to treat and approach spiritual gifts. And Paul says furthermore in verse 13 that it is by this one Spirit that we were immersed into the one body of Christ. V. 13 “For also by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.”
	And Paul further elaborates on this word picture of the human body in verses 14-21 “For also the body is not one member, but many. If the foot says, “Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body. And if the ear says, “Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But now God has appointed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. And if they were all one member, where would the body be? But now there are many members, but one body. And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; or again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” This illustration is somewhat humorous when we read through it, but when we really think about it, isn’t that how some of us have treated others in the past. Isn’t that our tendency as selfish and sinful human beings? When you refuse the help of someone else, when you refuse to be blessed by the giftings of another because you think are sufficient and don’t need any help when you do need it, you are essentially eye saying to the hand “go away, I don’t need you, your're useless to me” or the head to the feet saying “I wish someone took an axe and chopped off you “leg” guys from this body so that I will finally have peace and relief from you.” But what happens when either of those happen to your real body? Well if you suddenly lost your legs, good luck walking cause you have no legs!! It’s silly and obvious right to think about that? Well it should be silly to have that kind of attitude of rejecting certain people in the church and despising them and their giftings. 
	Verses 22 through 24 “On the contrary, how much more is it that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary, and those members of the body which we think as less honorable, on these we bestow more abundant honor, and our less presentable members become much more presentable, whereas our more presentable members have no such need.” Let’s be honest, certain people within every church get the most recognition because they are usually in the spotlight, such as pastors, elders and teachers in the church. But we tend to forget and take for granted the other positions in the church where if it weren’t for them, we wouldn’t be able to do the things that we do. The Corinthians were seeking out these more showy, flashy, more awe invoking spiritual gifts and were looking down on the those who were setting up tables and food and matters of hospitality, not realizing that if it weren’t for those people, people will be too distracted by their hunger to listen to them prophesying or speaking in tongues or doing miraculous acts. Have you ever heard of the Japanese Yakuza? They are the Japanese mafia and they are known to make their members cut off part of their pinky if they committed a dishonorable act. It goes back to the samurai days, you know the samurai right? Those ancient Japanese warriors who are in that cool looking armor who fight with a katana? Well if a samurai dishonored his superior or family, he would cutt off his pinky which would actually make him defenseless to weild a two handed sword like a katana. Because when you hold a katana, you held it with two hands, and the grip of the pinky that was on the hilt of the sword was where you would get most of your strength, stability, and swinging power from. So if you’re pinky was cut as a samurai, it basically made you into a defenseless samurai. But I think about that and how we don’t pay attention to our little pinky finger, and yet life and death for the samurai depended on whether they had their pinky or not. Isn’t that crazy? 
Verse 25-26 “But God has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked, so that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.” In the same way that so much honor should be bestowed on that pinky finger, so we need to acknowledge and give greater honor to those who work behind the scenes and do the necessary things that need to be done that nobody else wants to do. Verses 27-31 “Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all translate? But you earnestly desire the greater gifts.” 
What Paul is essentially saying with these verses is “look God has appointed, designated certain people to be apostles, prophets, teachers, miracle workers, healers, and so forth, so if you don’t have those gifts but you are desperately trying to attain that gift to show off yourself, then you are missing the whole point. Spiritual gifts are not an indication that you are spiritual. But the Corinthians were thinking like that. They were measuring their “spirituality” by their spiritual gifts, and they thought that if you had the “greater” gifts that were the sign gifts to authenticate the message of God’s Word, you were even more spiritual. But an apostle is not necessarily more spiritual or more holy than the person gifted with hospitality. God gifts spiritual gifts regardless of your natural talents and abilities. They often overlap, yes, but it is not because you are gifted in speaking that God gives the gift of evangelism or apostleship to. It is not necessarily because you have are good at hosting people that God gifts to you the gift of hospitality. But unfortunately, these Corinthians were “earnestly” desiring the greater gifts. That word for “earnest” can be translated zealous, they were zealously desiring the greater gifts as if their life depended on it. Yet next week Paul will show a way to true spirituality that surpasses all these gifts combined. Verse 31 I will yet show you a more excellent way. And that excellent way is love.  
But what do you need to take away from this message from God’s Word? What you need to take away from this text is this: God has not given every person every gift or gifted all people with the same exact gift so that we would be forced to rely on each other and forced to lay down our pride and be humble and unified. The source of disunity and division is pride. Pride thinks that one is all-sufficient and doesn’t need anyone or anything else in his life. To live a prideful life is an aweful way to live. It is a life ultimately that will end up in isolation because you live your life as “my way or the highway.” And I expect that from unbelievers, but you know what when believers act like that it hurts my heart. It hurts my heart how many professing Christians refuse to fellowship with a church or be involved in a church because they simply wouldn’t let go of their stupid, stupid pride. Pride ruin relationships, and it ultimately will ruin you if you do not take care of it. Pride is one of the seven things that the Lord hates in Proverbs 6. He hates that prideful look. He hates pride because it was pride that brought down the fall of Satan. It was pride that brought upon the sin, corruption, and death upon the human race. And it is pride that causes all these issues that we see in church today. But God’s Son, Jesus was the opposite of pride, He never once sinned in pride. In fact, he was so humble that he let himself be abused, tortured and crucified by prideful men so that we would be shown the ultimately example of what it looks like to lay down our pride and clothe ourselves with humility. 1 Peter 5:5 says “And all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” If you are so prideful to disassociate yourself from church and fellow believers, heed the warning that God WILL resist you. But if you humble yourselves and clothe yourselves with humility, he will give you grace. So come before the throne of grace. 

Scripture Reading: Daniel 4:28-37

