1 Corinthians 6:12-20 Sermon Manuscript
“Glorifying God in your Body” 

	When I ran cross country in high school, I remember there was a guy on my team a year or two ahead of me who I was talking with as we were running. Somehow as we were jogging alongside each other we got into the conversation about intimate matters and he was perplexed at my biblical viewpoint of waiting until marriage to be intimate with someone. He believed it was totally biological and natural and not sinful to not wait before marriage to get intimate with someone. That guy on my cross-country team is representative of what this world thinks when it comes to sex and sexuality. The view is as long as you what you are doing is not illegal, and if that’s what makes you happy, by all means, go and do it! There is a temptation for every believer to judge the rightness of something based on what the culture thinks of it. If the culture arounds us condemns it, we condemn it. If the culture around us accepts it, then we accept it. It is simply called compromise and compromising God’s standards for the world’s is not a good thing. 
	Well, the Corinthian church, compromised with the world and like our culture, judged the standards of their sexuality not according to God’s Word but according to the world’s, both in whether it was legal and what it believed philosophically about it. And in our look at the Corinthian church, we have been looking at compromise after compromise. They compromised with the culture around them when it came to evaluating a preacher or a pastor in that they would highly esteem a preacher if his rhetoric, speech and persuasiveness was top notch like others. If he was straightforward in his delivery of the truth and was somewhat boring, then they disdained those men as untalented, unimpressive simpletons. They formed followings after certain apostles and prophets, thinking they were superior to the others because of how good they preached or how charismatic they were. 
	In chapter 5 the Corinthian church compromised when it came to their sexuality where Paul rebuked a man that was sleeping with his stepmother and the church was doing nothing about it. Then in chapter 6, the Corinthian church compromised with the culture where they were suing each other and dragging each other to court for being wronged and defrauded instead of letting the wisdom of the church handle it. And now, starting in verse 12, we have returned back to the subject of sexual immorality, and the question to always ask for good Bible study when you are reading through a passage is “why?” “Why does Paul go from talking about sexual immorality to lawsuits and then back to sexual immorality? Why couldn’t he just put verses 12-20 of chapter 6 follow up right after chapter 5 before he started talking about lawsuits? Was Paul writing on immorality and then he got distracted because he really wanted to talk about lawsuits so he went off on a tangent about lawsuits and then he remembered to stay back on track with his point about immorality and so continued to talk about it in chapter 6:12-20?” I don’t think so. Then what’s the reason? 
	I think the reason Paul sandwiched lawsuits in-between his two discussions of sexual immorality is because he’s showing us and the Corinthian believers that they were living according to what the culture approved rather than what God approved. The culture of that day in Corinth was a cesspool of sexual sin where temple prostitution was the norm. It was legal, and not only legal but it was encouraged because the Corinthians believed that sleeping with a prostitute was pleasing to the gods and that it brought good luck and charm for the city for it to be prosperous and its crops to be fertile and flourish. In the same way, lawsuits were almost a form of entertainment in those days as people gladly participated in other people’s affairs to determine who would come out the winner and the loser. There was lots of drama and the more chaotic it was, the better it was. Lawsuits were encouraged by the culture if you were wronged in any way so that you could return eye for an eye. As vastly different sins as lawsuits and sexual immorality are, Paul is showing us that they stem from the same sin of compromise, and that furthermore, these sins come from sinful passions that wage war against our soul as Peter says. Living according to our sinful passions characterize unbelievers, and how were the believers in Corinth acting? Like unbelievers.
	Well let’s look at this section starting in verse 12: “All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be mastered by anything.” Most likely the phrase “all things are lawful for me,” was a phrase that the Corinthian believers were using as justification for their actions. It may have been even a phrase they heard a believer once say referring to them being set free from bondage to the law and delivered unto the freedom of Christ. But what they didn’t realize is that even though there aren’t any rules per say for a Christian to live by so that they will keep or won’t lose their salvation, not all things that we are free to do as believers are profitable. Paul will talk more about that later in this book. Even things that aren’t necessarily sins are not always profitable for our soul, but it could end up weighing us down from fully running the race for Jesus Christ. 
	That’s why Hebrews 12 says to lay aside not only the sin which so easily entangles us but also to lay aside every “encumbrance” or “weight” as well. So we must ask ourselves the question, “is what I am going to do profit my soul in any way? Will I learn more about the Lord through this? Will this draw me to worship Him even more? Will this draw me closer to Him?” And the second question we need to also ask ourselves when it comes to our Christian liberty is this: “Will I be mastered by it?” And that’s where Paul says, “All things are lawful for me, but I will not be mastered by anything.” “Will what I am about to do make me addicted to it and make my life revolve around it?” Now these two questions are more difficult to answer when it comes to doing activities that aren’t sinful in of itself. However, if the activity we are engaging in is clearly sin, then those two questions should be easily answered as “no it will not profit my soul and yes, it is mastering me…” because sin, by nature, is enslaving. 
	 Verse 13 “Food is for the stomach and the stomach is for food, but God will do away with both of them. Yet the body is not for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord is for the body.” Here is another statement that the Corinthian believers were saying that contained truth in it, but twisted in its application like the previous one. They were saying “Paul big deal, food is for the stomach and the stomach is for food, but God will do away with both of them, so why is sleeping with temple prostitutes wrong? Why is sleeping with my stepmother wrong? The desire for sex just like the desire for food is a natural desire. And just as the stomach is for the purpose of ingesting food, so my body and my intimate parts should be used for the purpose of sex.” It’s like the guy I mentioned at the beginning who said “it’s only natural after all! It’s only biological after all! Also, if God is going to remove the bodily desire for food and sex in eternity, what does it matter what I do with my body? And that’s where Paul’s response comes in: “Yet the body is not for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord is for the body.” What the Corinthian believers were doing was committing a certain sin…it’s called idolatry. And they were idolizing their bodily appetites like their desire for food and sex as if that’s what they were made for. And at that point, do you know what reduces us to? A beast, a creature of the earth with no soul. A regular animal that lives off of instinct rather than as God’s image bearers. Animals live based off of the instinct to survive through food and continue on their species through reproduction. But God did not create us to live off of instinct. We are different, because we, not the animals, are made after the image and likeness of God. It’s not to say food and sex are unimportant in this life, but God did not breathe His imago-dei, his image into us so that we would use it for immorality. 
	No, He made us for the Lord, that we would be united to Him in spirit and in mind through His death for us. So first God made us to be in a right relationship with His Son Jesus Christ and secondly Verse 14: “Now God has not only raised the Lord, but will also raise us up through His power.” He raised Jesus up so that our bodies would be raised up through His power. In other words, yes, what we do with our bodies does matter, because it’s not going to be destroyed but transformed into a glorious body like His. Therefore if your body is destined for greatness and glory, you should treat your body as if it was already raised up and is no longer tainted by sin. Verse 15: “Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? May it never be!” When you are saved, you have the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus Christ himself come to live inside of you, uniting your spirit with His right? When you get married and you have sexual union with your spouse, it is not just a uniting of bodies together, but a uniting of souls together. Marriage is not just a physical union, but a spiritual union as well. In the same way, if you fornicate with anybody that is not your spouse in a covenant of marriage, then you are uniting not just your body but your soul with that person as well. And if it’s a corrupt union, your union with Christ is corrupted because of the corruption. Now Christ is not personally tainted by sin any more than a sunbeam is tainted when it shines on a garbage dump, but fornication is serious because it’s not just a biological or natural desire that is being fulfilled, it is a spiritual act that involves Christ in a spiritual way. 
	And Paul goes back all the way to the book of Genesis to back that up. Verse 16 “Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He says, “The two shall become one flesh.” God doesn’t view a legal marriage as you being scripturally speaking “married.” God views you technically being married when you join yourself sexually to another person. That is how high of a view he sees marriage, that it doesn’t just count when you say “I do” or not at the altar, but it also counts when you sin sexually with your body. Now if you have fornicated before marriage, after marriage, or even as a believer in any of those things, it doesn’t mean God can’t forgive that sin. There is forgiveness in Christ and He can cleanse you from those things. It doesn’t mean there won’t be any consequences from that, but He can forgive you for that and He can use you for His glory. Verse 17 “But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him.” Becoming a believer is like entering into a marriage, because now you are committed to Him to not sinning for the rest of your life. You are committed to be faithful to Him and His righteousness and not to be unfaithful with sin. 
	So I have hopefully have shown you the biblical reasons and basis for why believers are not to be characterized by sexual immorality as unbelievers are. What should be our response? It’s simple. One word. “Flee.” “Flee.” Verse 18 “Flee sexual immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral man sins against his own body.” Unlike other sins that God calls us to fight or to struggle against, when it comes sexual temptation, we are to flee from it. Because we are particularly weak to this sin and because this sin has consequences unlike any other, we are to flee from it. When Paul says the sexually immoral man sins against his own body, he is saying that this particular sin, even though it’s no worse sin in God’s eyes than other sins, yet in God’s eyes, it is a sin that is in a category of its own when it comes to the consequences it brings. It is the only sin that causes defilement to the soul because sex is a sacred act that results in a uniting of two souls. Drugs and alcohol can be very destructive too and result in physical internal damage that could result in death, but it doesn’t affect the union of souls inside of someone like sexual sin does. Because of how powerful and intimate the act of sex is, when it is twisted and perverted by sin, it enslaves and perverts like no other. When sexual temptation came to Joseph from Potiphar’s wife, did Joseph reason with Ms. Potiphar, did he try to persuade her not to do it? Did he stick around because he felt like he hurt Ms. Potiphar’s feelings? No, what did he do? He fled! He fled from her because he understood that every sin committed is outside the body, but the sexually immoral man sins against his own body. 
	That’s why in verse 19 Paul says this: “Or do you not know that your body is a sanctuary of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?” You know that temple that Israel worshipped in in the Old Testament, that temple that contained the ark of the tabernacle and the holy of holies? You all know how that temple was to be pristine in holiness and if anything sinful came near the holy of holies, the person coming near would die? Well that temple is our body now in Christ. And it is God’s love gift to us which He purchased for us. And if our body and soul have been purchased by God through the death of His Son, we don’t have a right to use our bodies however we wish. It’s not “my body, my right.” It's “God’s body, His right.” God is present and residing within us. Therefore, we have an obligation to steward our body in a way that is pleasing to the Lord, especially when it comes to sexual immorality. Verse 20: “For you were bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.” 
	Your body is precious and your soul is precious to God. It’s not just some piece of soulless flesh on instinct. You are a precious human being made in the image of God. You are not called to live according to the standards of the culture or what is legally allowed and encouraged like the Corinthian believers were doing. Our culture says “do what makes you happy, as long as it is consensual and legal, there’s nothing stopping you, go do it!” But you are called to live according to the standard of glorifying God in your body. How do you do that? Romans 6:12-14 gives the answer: “Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, and do not go on presenting your members to sin as instruments of unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace.” 
	A beautiful picture of that is in Ephesians 4:28 “He who steals must steal no longer, but rather he must labor, performing with his own hands what is good, so that he will have something to share with one who has need.” Don’t use your hands that steal as instruments of unrighteousness, but use it as instruments of righteousness to God. Use your hand not to as an instrument to steal but as an instrument to serve and to help those in need. And for those of you who are still in bondage to sin, who are living in this world being mastered by their sin, you cannot glorify God in your body if you are enslaved to your sin, because sin is your master. No, what you need to do first is to be set free from sin’s mastery over you. And the only way to do that is have a strongman break the chains of sin’s slavery over your life. And that strongman is Jesus Christ who broke sin’s power when He died on that cross for your sins. And then He was raised to newness of life so that you could be raised in His power to live for Him and not your sinful passions. Only in Jesus, can you be set free to live a life that glorifies God in your body. So be free in Christ, be free in Christ. [pray] 

