1 Corinthians 5:9-6:11 Sermon Manuscript 
“Why Not Rather Be Wronged?”

	We live in a sue-happy world. We live in a sue, happy, world. We live in a world where people will sue each other and corporations for just about any reason. Many sue others out of greed, knowing that if they win, they will get way way more than what is required to cover the damages they received. They take advantage of the court system to make money off of it. Some sue as an act of revenge hoping that them winning will result in the total downfall of a person’s or corporation’ assets and money. Decades ago, we used to live in a version of America where stores didn’t have as much liability forms/waiver forms as we do now. When I worked as a sales associate at Performance Bicycle, which used to be the nations’ largest chain bicycle store, one of my jobs was to make people sign a waiver for when they would test ride a bike which says basically if you injure yourself riding a bicycle, performance bicycle is not liable. I remember one customer was shocked that he had to sign a waiver to ride a bike and he said something like: “Wait, really? I have to sign a waiver? I remember when you guys didn’t require a waiver to test ride a bike. Well I guess it’s because people sue others for just about everything right?”
	Well if you thought there is no period of history that has more lawsuits in our country than now, perhaps the city of Corinth rivaled that. It was common for many of the ancient Greek cities to be full of lawsuits as part of the culture and people enjoyed participating as jurors because of the spectacle. One ancient writer somewhat jokingly said, “Every Athenian is a lawyer,” meaning people were taking others to court all the time and it was a part of daily life. The church of Corinth was surrounded by a culture of one-upmanship. It was a culture that prided and boasted itself in theatric performances and how well one would be able to persuade the crowds. It was a similar thing for lawsuits, the Corinthians had a sinfully competitive spirit about them and they wanted to win and others to lose and what more to display that in a lawsuit? Even though the Corinthians were saved from their sins, they had a tough time in putting away the old sinful habits and customs that were a part of the culture of Corinth. Although they were positionally sanctified in Jesus’ name, they were struggling to live out their sanctified position in the day to day. They were struggling to put off the old man and put on the new. And one of the manifestations of the old man that they were struggling to put off was the old man of suing each other out of revenge, greed, and other unbiblical reasons. 
	Now last time we were in 1 Corinthians, we looked at chapter 5 which was the problem of sexual immorality where a man was having a sexually immoral relationship with his step mother. It was a sin that not even the Gentiles would approve of. Chapters 1 through 4 focused on divisions in the church, chapter 5 focused on an immoral relationship that grieved the apostle Paul’s heart and now today we will focus on another sin that was being tolerated, the sin of them dragging each other to court. Each of these sins shares a common denominator: the common denominator of the sin of pride. Pride is what caused these Corinthian believers to compromise with the culture around them. People thought true wisdom came from eloquence, winning a debate, and creating a following. It was less about the truth and more about persuasion and rhetoric. Ultimately it was prideful because it drew attention to oneself and exalted oneself in front of people. Pride makes you engage in sexual immorality because its all about you and fulfilling your desires. I like how one Christian author describes pride. “Pride is a black hole of consuming selfishness at the core of fallen human nature. Pride’s nature is to consume, to bring into the self. It sees other people, all of creation, and God himself as things to use in service to the self’s desires.” And the root issue of pride is no less true for the issue of lawsuits that we will look at today. 
	But before we get into that, Paul wraps up his last thoughts in connection to church discipline and the man who was having immoral relations with his step-mother in chapter 5 verses 9-13. This section also serves to transition us into chapter 6 which is about lawsuits. Look with me at verses 9 and 10 “I wrote you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people; I did not at all mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, or with the greedy and swindlers, or with idolaters, for then you would have to go out of the world.” There was a previous letter that Paul wrote to the Corinthians before he wrote 1 Corinthians trying to address some of the issues they were having. One of the commands he gave them was not associate with sexually immoral people. But when the Corinthian believers saw that, they did not read as associating with the sexually immoral believers in the church but with all people, namely the unbelievers. So they started isolating themselves from society. So Paul is correcting that misunderstanding in this letter saying that he didn’t mean to not associate with the sexually immoral people of this world, “world” meaning the world of unbelievers. Rather, verse 11 he says this: “But now I am writing to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he is a sexually immoral person, or greedy, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler—not even to eat with such a one” 
	When he wrote that unknown letter to the Corinthians before 1 Corinthians, he meant to not associate with any so called “brother” who is living an immoral life. If anyone claims to be a Christian and yet is living a sexually immoral life and is unrepentant, don’t associate with them, meaning don’t associate with them in a way that tells others you accept their lifestyle or behavior. To not associate does not mean we don’t talk to that person at all out of concern or sit down one on one with him or her to exhort them to repentance. Right? We are commanded to do that in the Bible. Yet, if he is living proudly in his sexual rebellion against God, he or she must be confronted and the process of church discipline in Matthew 18 started. Verses 12 and 13 “For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Are you not to judge those who are within the church? But those who are outside, God will judge…” He’s saying that the church’s job is not to judge those who are not believers. The church job’s is to judge those who are believers because if there is someone who professes to be a Christian and yet lives in unrepentant sin, they must be confronted by the church, which requires the church to judge that person’s behavior as a sin. God will be the one who will judge unbelievers on the day of judgment, not the church so let God take care of that. But as for the man who is professing to be a believer but is obviously living in unrepentant sin by having a relationship with his stepmom? You must remove him from among yourselves so that the church would be purified of contamination. 
	And that leads us to chapter 6 starting in verse 1, the issue of suing each other. Look with me at verse 1 “Does any of you, when he has a case against another, dare to be tried before the unrighteous and not before the saints? Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? If the world is judged by you, are you not worthy to constituted the smallest law courts? Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more matters of this life? So if you have law courts dealing with matters of this life, do you appoint those who are of no account in the church as judges?” One issue out of the many the Corinthian believers had was they didn’t believe they had the wisdom and the proper resources to deal with certain issues in the church. One of those issues they thought they weren’t wise enough in was lawsuits. Just as their pride was manifesting in divisions in the church, and sexual immorality, so pride reared another one of its ugly heads in the case of lawsuits. The Corinthian believers were taking each other to court because they thought the church was not wise enough to deal with matters related to property and money. Not only were they taking issues that could have been resolved by wise and godly people from within their church to ungodly and unwise judges who can’t deal with spiritual related issues, but often these judges and the court system at that time were corrupt! Justice was often skewed based off of personal favoritism and that still happens today because the depraved human heart is still the same unchanged heart today. 
	To illustrate the nonsense of going to the court for our spiritual solutions, Paul says in verse 2 “guys don’t you know that the saints will judge the world?” Haven’t you read in the Scriptures that one day when the Messiah rules and reigns, we will be sitting with Him on His throne judging the world? Revelation 2:26-27 says this: “And he who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations; and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken to pieces, as I also have received authority from My Father.” And somehow in addition to that, we will also judge the angels. It’s not clear whether he’s referring to fallen angels or to angels in general, but somehow as those who are in Christ, we will partake in some form of ruling and reigning over the angels. As glorious and powerful as angels are, angels are still God’s messengers to serve Him and us. It was to us as image bearers of God that God gave the gospel to save us, not to angels. So at the end, we will have a more exalted status above the angels by virtue of being in Christ. It’s a mystery how all that will look like, but it is going to be something glorious for us. But Paul’s point is this: If we are going to do something as monumental of a task as judging the whole world and angels during the end times, how much more will we be able to judge matters related to this life? It’s an argument from the greater to the lesser. 
	Verse 5: “I say this to your shame. Is it really this way: there is not one wise man among you who will be able to pass judgment between his brothers? Paul is saying “really??!! Is there not a single one in the church who is wise enough to be able to reconcile the two parties? Verses 6-8: “On the contrary, brother is tried with brother, and that before unbelievers! Actually, then, it is already a failure for you, that you have lawsuits with one another. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded? On the contrary, you yourselves wrong and defraud. You do this even to your brothers.” Not only were the Corinthian believers wrong in their assumption that an unrighteous judge is better at determining a biblical solution for their disputes, but they were suing each other left and right! Some were intentionally wanting to drag their brothers to court so that they could wrong and defraud them. Other were wrongfully wronged and defrauded, but instead of taking the loss, forgiving the offender and letting it go, they said “No I am going to sue you for every penny that you have, because you wronged me!” They would themselves wrong and defraud their offender by taking them to court. And maybe that brother who is being sued decides to counter sue because he gets angry at that brother for suing him!! They were suing each other out of sinful motives, out of motives of greed and revenge and others were also suing brothers to show to the world how much more superior they were to the loser! 
	Now by way of application I just want to say 1 Corinthians 6 is not prohibiting all lawsuits for believers. It’s not really speaking against bringing a lawsuit against corporate malpractice or unethical practices, although that too needs to be carefully considered and all the consequences that could arise from that lawsuit has to be weighed carefully. Yes, in general you want to avoid lawsuits and lawsuits should be your last resort. But what Paul is condemning is pursuing a lawsuit based off of revenge, malice, greed, or any other reason that the church would consider as unreasonable which is what the Corinthian believers were doing. If you are wronged or defrauded by another believer in the church, first follow Matthew 18 and go to that person to confront his wrongdoing. If he listens to you then Jesus says you have won your brother over. However, if he doesn’t listen and refuses to compensate or pay you back, if it’s a minor thing and not a life altering loss then let it go. That’s where Paul says, “why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded?” In other words, “Is it going to benefit you and the other person for you to get even with this person?” I would say there are some rare scenarios that are biblically permissible for a Christian to start a lawsuit when it comes to civil matters, but it has to meet some pretty specific requirements for it to happen. Now that’s different from criminal matters, if it’s a criminal case, then that needs to be reported and if necessary to go to trial because that is a Romans 13 type of situation where it is the government’s job to handle and met out punishment for evildoers. But if it’s a civil case, cases that are not criminal related, but issues related to property, money, health, etc then I believe Christians need to meet all 4 requirements when considering whether to sue or not. 
	Even though the Bible doesn’t give us what to do in every little specific scenario of considering a lawsuit, yet I do believe we have been given biblical principles in Scripture that can help think through our motives and actions in a biblical way. Therefore, in light of those principles that I see in Scripture if someone is thinking of suing someone or an organization over a civil case, I think these 4 requirements need to be met in order for that lawsuit to be a biblically permissible lawsuit: 1. Is your motivation for suing sinful or selfish? Is it out of revenge, or greed, or ill will towards the person or company? (In other words, is your motivation noble and honorable? For example, sometimes a noble and honorable motivation is about exposing a company for their corrupt or evil practices when no one else would). NO 2. Are you suing because that person or organization is unwilling to compensate or make up the wrongs done to you, and that because that door is closed you are turning to the courts as your last door for a chance of making things right? YES 3. Is there a chance that if you win the lawsuit you will end up getting way more than what is rightly due you in settlements, essentially making you profit from the wrong(s) done to you? NO 4. Is there a chance that the amount this person or organization will have to pay will end up ruining/bankrupting them even though they didn’t deserve it to be bankrupt? NO
	If any of those answers to those 4 questions is different from the answer that it should be, I don’t think that lawsuit is biblically permissible. I don’t claim to have all the answers for this issue because these issues can be very multifaceted and complex, but this is where I stand in my application of 1 Corinthians 6 and other texts speaking to issues of forgiveness and reconciliation. As always, if you have an issue with my interpretation of certain texts of Scripture, then be like the Bereans and study the texts of Scripture yourself to see if these things are so. Too often, even professing Christians in the church today act like unbelievers when they threaten to sue the church or individuals within the church either out of revenge or greed. The church at Corinth was a mess, and the way they were acting were like how unbelievers would act. They were themselves acting unrighteously.  And when believers, who should be living as citizens of the kingdom of God, are not living that way but look like they are living more as citizens of the kingdom of Satan, they need to be reminded of these verses: 
	 Verses 9-10: “Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, not the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.” Don’t you know that heaven will not be occupied by sinners like these? But here’s one of the most beautiful and comforting verses in Scripture: Verse 11 “And such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.” That used to be you at one point. But no longer is that you. That’s why I have said before there’s no such thing as a “lying Christian, a fornicating Christian, or a homosexual Christian,” you’re a saint of the living God. 
	“You were washed”: which means when you cried out to the Lord for His forgiveness, He cleansed you, He washed you with His blood, taking away your sins. “You were sanctified”: You have been taken out of your sins and put in Christ so that when God sees you, no longer does He see you as a vile, wretched, and depraved sinner. No he sees a perfectly holy child of His because of the work of Christ. And you were “justified you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God”: meaning when you were standing before the judge for committing the crimes of high treason against God, Jesus Christ stepped into the courtroom of God’s justice throne and paid your fine. He legally dismissed your case because He paid your fine and took your blame upon Himself. You were washed, sanctified, and justified in Jesus. 
	Which leads me back to the title of this sermon: “Why not rather be wronged?” Why is it better to suffer loss than to pursue someone in court? Because it is a picture of the gospel. It is a picture of the forgiveness of God. We have wronged and defrauded God countless times over and over again. But instead of giving us what we deserve, eternity in the lake of fire. Instead of withholding forgiveness from us, He absorbed our blame and took the hit that we should have taken on that cross. He pardoned our sins and buried it in the heart of the sea so that he would remember it no more. So if you are struggling to forgive people, if you are holding onto grudges and resentment and bitterness towards what others have done to you for years and years, you have certainly lost sight of the incredible love and patience God showed you for all the countless sins you have committed against Him. And it could be that you are struggling to forgive people because you yourself have not tasted the forgiveness of God. So if you haven’t yet been forgiven by God, God is merciful and gracious and He will forgive you if you cry out for His mercy. God offers to you these words from Psalm 103:8-12 “Yahweh is compassionate and gracious, Slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness. He will not always contend with you, And He will not keep His anger forever. He has not dealt with you according to our sins, And He has not rewarded you according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, So great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, will he remove your transgressions from you.” What an amazing promise of God. How could you not seek His forgiveness? [pray] 

	


