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Titus 3:1-15 Sermon Outline
06/30/24
“Outstanding Obedient Love”

INTRO: 

When Christ ascended to heaven… “The Way”/Christianity started Rome suspicious 

Judaism = accepted/tolerated 
     -rebellions zealots, but most part accepted 

Because Christians said: Jesus = king/Lord = threat to Caesar 

Suspicious Christians = secretly overthrow government/rebellious 

Christians = persecuted/killed for faith 

Avg. Roman mind: “Christians are seditious, rebellious, dangerous, people” 

“Nothing can be further from the truth”
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Last people who would be violate, rebel against gov’t are = Christians 

MAIN POINT: 

In this concluding passage of Titus, you will see that you, Christian, out of all people are to be the most kind, gracious, and forgiving people because God first showed you kindness, grace, and forgiveness in Jesus giving Himself for you 

REVIEW: 

Last week = “why” believers act in certain way particularly with each other 

Today we are going to look at “why” believers should act in a certain way particularly in regard to unbelievers 

BODY:

3:1 “Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good work…”
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Grace of God = transform = obey authority 

Recognize Rom. 13 = punish those who do evil and reward those who do good 

Consequences living as bad/good citizen

There are exceptions to rule 

When gov’t steps outside its jurisdiction and authority and acts like God…

to make you disobey God or sin against Him, then you can disobey

But don’t use that as occasion/excuse for sinful violent behavior 

Peter = it’s shameful to be punished by gov’t for sinful behavior 

1 Pet. 4:15 “Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; 
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but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be put to shame, but is to glorify God in this name.”

You are called to peacefully disobey 

Paul brings up obedience to gov’t because Crete = known for not obeying gov’t

Cretans = highway robberies as honorable 

Frankly, without grace of God in our own lives = we would be just like Cretans! 

In natural state as degenerate, depraved sinners, we rebel against all authority = Adam and Eve 

But redeemed people of God’s own possession looks different 

They are “ready for every good work” 

Ready and eager to do it 
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ILLUST: 

During lockdowns in LA cops were hated, harassed/ defund police 

Church invited LAPD church service + in and out 

Testimony + good works = good impression 

“Good works” like these shine a bright light into a sin-darkened world 

Paul goes on… 3:2 Christians are to

“slander no one, to be peaceable, considerate, demonstrating all gentleness to all men.”

Christians = most outstanding model citizens of any community 

You are to be marked by excellence
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ILLUST: 

Working at Perf. Bicycle, everyone crabby, trying to stay positive

When you are pushed to the limit in front of unbelievers 

“How can I possibly stay positive in this situation and not be angry at the situation or at people”

Remember God’s Word to Paul: 

“For my grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”

2 Peter 

“granted you His divine power that is sufficient for all of life and godliness.”

Jesus = every right to rebel against Rome + establish Himself as King 
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Every right to rebuke Herod + Pilate when mocked/scorned 

Yet…submitted Himself to justice system of Rome…

Even submitting Himself to unjust, cruel, twisted justice manipulated 

By showing ultimate self-control/restraint = showed what it meant to perfectly obey God. 

As those who are Christians, mini-Christs, Paul can say 

Rom. 12:18 = “if possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.”

Retaliation/Revenge = never Christian response 

Returning evil for evil never Christian response 

Rather, you are to do opposite 

Return good for evil 
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blessing for cursing 

Matt. 5:9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.”

But w/all imperatives = Paul doesn’t just command you to do and doesn’t give reason for it 

Why bless instead curse? 

Why not strike back? 

Because V. 3 

“For we ourselves also once were foolish, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, despicable, hating one another. But when the kindness and affection of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not by works which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, through the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit
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whom he poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that having been justified by His grace, we would become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”

Paul includes everyone in cateogory, including himself!

We were all like that!

We were all in one sense “liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons!

We lived a life of foolishness and folly 

Fool: Prov. 29:11

who lets out his spirit in contrast to a wise man who holds it back 

Fool in Psalm 14:1 characterized as someone who lives as if there is no God and who acts corruptly, doing abominable deeds, as one who is not good in eyes of God 
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According to Prob. 18:2 a fool…

“does not delight in discernment, But only in revealing his own heart.”

Other words: only concerned with his own opinion 

Naturally lead him to be disobedient to authority, both parental and societal 

Furthermore, as one who lives for himself, deceived constantly, blinded by your own sin, no way to uncover blindness because Paul says you are enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, living only to please yourself 

Horrific word picture: 

Wasted away lives in malice and envy 

Malicious intent: words/violence 

Envy: Wishing same loss and suffering as you experienced 
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You hated people and people hated you 

Do you know who’s the father of hatred? 

The devil 

“You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him” – John 8:44

But here’s the beauty…verse 4 

“But when the kindness and affection of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not by works which we did in righteousness, but according to His mercy, through the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior.”

Does that sound familiar to you? 
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Well it should because Ch. 2:11-14  Paul also said that the grace of God “appeared” 

Same word “appeared”

But explains how Christ brought salvation to you

First off drew you too Himself by God’s kindness and affection 

We must preach hell, but it isn’t primarily the threat of hell that brings you to repentance, but the kindness of God that does 

Paul in Romans 2:4: the kindness of God leads you to repentance 

Christ saved you not by works but by His mercy 

Everyone deserves hell, but Christ instead gave you mercy 

Scripture = crystal clear = not by works 
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2 Tim. 1:9 

“saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began.” Or how about this one: Ephesians 2:8-9 “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”

Showed mercy… 

“through the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.”

Father sent Son, Son redeemed, Spirit applied 

Spirit makes active what Christ did 

Spirit cleansed you, causing you to be born again of spirit and water 

Baptism symbolizes externally what has already happened internally 
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Baptism: Going down = death to sin 

                 Rising up = newness of life 

When washed by Spirit, then Spirit indwells in you permanently = renewing by the Holy Spirit 

Difference between Old Vs. New Covenant 

Old = salvation by Spirit, no permanent indwelling 

New = salvation by Spirit plus permanent indwelling 

It is only by the Spirit’s power and leading and prompting that you are able to live a righteous and holy life 

Gal. 5:16 

“But I say, walk by the Spirit and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.”

As soon as you cry out to JC as Lord/Savior = God declares you justified in His sight immediately 
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No waiting, no quota to fill, instantaneous declaration guilt has been paid, not seen as righteous 

You have been “justified by His grace” 

If you are justified by His grace, you become heir of God’s family according to hope of eternal life 

Legitimately child of God 

Holy Spirit living inside you confirms you are heir of God 

Rom. 8:17 

“The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, also heirs, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.”

V. 8 “This is a trustworthy saying. And concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God will be intent to lead in good works.”
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Titus to teach authoritatively = Paul wants to see gospel take visible shape/form in lives of Cretan believers 

Take heart not only Eph. 2:8-9 but also verse 10 

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.”

If God saved you, not only save you = showcase you as His prized possession = making you do good works 

He saved you “for good works” 

But…

We live in a fallen world where the enemy hates it when the church is united under the gospel so it would do anything to rip that apart 
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“But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and conflicts about the Law, for they are unprofitable and worthless. Reject a factious man after a first and second warning knowing that such a man is perverted and is sinning, being self-condemned.”

Opposite of good works 

Sometimes false teachers arise within the church 

Factious men = lit. “hairetikos” = heretic/heresy

From root = “choice” = choosing to follow doctrine contrary to Scripture 

Factious man = must be warned 

“warned” = nouthesia = “mindsetting” 

Warning + counsel towards right way 
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But if that doesn’t work, sadly the church must reject him as perverted, sinning, and self-condemned 

Paul concludes with final greetings

“When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, be diligent to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. Diligently help send Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way so that nothing is lacking for them. And our people must also learn to lead in good works to meet pressing needs, so that they will not be unfruitful. All who are with me greet you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all.”

Paul encouraging “one anothers” reminding them that it comes from the grace of God = “grace be with all” 

Also one last reminder for believers to be diligent in good works so that they will not be unfruitful 
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CONCLUSION: 

I hope as we went in this book you saw eternal value of showing you who believe in by the way you act 

I hope you see that nothing is more important than holding fast to your integrity as a believer confessing Christ because it gives glory to God and strengthens witness of church 

As saying goes, actions speak louder than words 

I hope that your words also confirm your action and they are complimentary and not contradictory to each other 

Glory of the gospel is magnified/diminished depending on way you act = you are called to show evidence of grace of God in your lives as you live sensibly, righteously, godly in present age 

While you wait for the blessed hope of the appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, let’s pray 


	20



